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At the crossroads of economy, society, and nature, agricultural policy-making in Europe took on new significance as 
political and administrative actors sought to translate visions of prosperity and order into practice. From the 
eighteenth century onward, with the rise of new administrative and fiscal structures, agricultural policy acquired 
greater coherence, as the “agricultural enlightenment” linked scientific inquiry with state-building and economic 
reform. Over the two centuries between the 1760s and the 1960s imaginations of the countryside’s future came to shape 
policy interventions. 

These visions and the means through which they were pursued changed substantially over the following two centuries 
as new institutions, data practices, and technical infrastructures altered how agricultural policy was implemented. 
What began as efforts to secure a stable food supply through scientific experimentation and administrative reform 
evolved into nineteenth-century attempts to regulate production, trade, and global competition through tariffs, 
statistics, and expert advice. In the twentieth century, agricultural governance became increasingly institutionalized, 
as ministries, agricultural organizations, research facilities, and eventually supranational bodies such as the European 
Economic Community sought to stabilize production, coordinate reform, and promote economic cooperation through 
shared agricultural policies. The literature so far has focused mostly on specific policy shifts and their outcomes, rather 
than the tools of policy-making. Yet, while agriculture was treated as a central object of government - with all of its 
economic, biological, and chemical complexities - the evolving mechanics of its governance have rarely been taken into 
consideration.  

This workshop takes this long-term perspective as a starting point to examine how agricultural policy was conceived, 
implemented, and experienced across changing political and economic orders. It approaches agricultural policy as a field in 
which ideas, institutions, technologies, and the environment interacted, producing both short-term exploits and long-lasting 
impact. The workshop aims to bring together contributions that address how agricultural policy took shape and changed over 
more than two centuries, with a specific focus on the policy making process itself: the actors involved, the technologies, and the 
imagined futures that underpinned policy proposals. 

We invite contributors to think about the following questions, among others: 
• How were agricultural policies negotiated, resisted, or reinterpreted at local, national, and international levels? 
• How did ministries, research facilities, and agricultural organizations shape the scale and logic of reform? 
• How did technologies, infrastructures, and administrative instruments enable or constrain the implementation of policy? 
• What kinds of expertise and data informed agricultural decision-making, and how did economic theory, agronomy, and 

administration intersect in this process? 
• Which actors drove agricultural reform, and how did relationships among states, experts, organizations, and farmers evolve in 

shaping policy outcomes? 
• How did technologies, infrastructures, and administrative instruments shape the ways agricultural policies were imagined 

and carried out? 
• How did changing administrative, political, and technical contexts alter the ways agricultural policies were designed and put 

into practice? 

The workshop will take place in Bologna in the Summer 2026 and is funded by the ERC Datarev project “Leading the first data 
revolution in European agriculture” 949722 


